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Dorothy Parker. Penzler, who has his

own im print ar Harcourt, also owns N ew

York 'sMysterious Bookshop;Pegasus pub

date is th is December.... Rene Alegria at

Ha rper bough r North Am erican rig hrs

to Carmen Posadas 's Child's Play,about

a murder at an exclusive pr ivate school

rhar impl icates the adopted daughrer of

a famous noveli st , fro m Thomas Col­

chie on behalfof rhe Mercedes Casanovas

Agency in Barcelona; Harper will pub lish

in fall 2008, and Alma Books will publi sh

in the U,K..., Allison McCabe at Crown

Uve from Borders
Borders has begun ill$talling
television screens in many of its
superstores that wiU feature
original progrtUftming developed by
the Ripple Network. At left,
customers illite a grana at the big
screen in the Novi , Mich., store.
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PROVOCATIVE THINKER

Norman Mailer

associate
publisher of trade
paperbacks at

Random House to
v-p,

Woolley to OUP
Sarah Jane
Woolley has been
named assistant
editor of Grove Art
Online/Grove

Moran

where she worked
on such titles as
Platoand a Platy­
pusWalk into a Bar
byDaniel Klein
and Tom Cathcart,

acq u ired N orth American rights ro a

new novel by N ejertit, author Michelle

Mo r a n , he r third for

t he imprin t, ritled

Cleopatra's Daughter;

Anna Ghosh ar Scovil

Chich ak Galen made

the sale, Pub date looks

like 2009 ; Crown will publish Moran's

second book, The Heretic Daughter, in fall

2008 .... Malaika Adem at Arria bought

North American rights to a collection of

stories ser in contemporary India by Indu

Su nd aresan ; Sandra Dijksrra made the

sale. Th e book is ti tled CementoftbeLittle

Flowers; pub date is fall 2008 . Atria pub­

lished Sundar esan's most recent novel ,

Splendor 0/Silence, last year, and anorh er

under comrac t is due to pub in 200 9.

Dillon Up at RH
Sanyu Dillon has
been promoted
from director of
marketing and
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A Prolific Life to the End

Norman Mailer

U
pon his November 10 death at
age 84 , the provocat ive, prolific
N orman Mailer left behind a

huge body of work . Th e two-t ime Pulit­
zer winner p ublished more th an 30 nov­
els, b iog raphies and nonfiction works.
T he ri ghts to Mailer's oeu­
vre largely reside within two
major publish ing houses. Pica­
dor has TheN akedand theDead

(1948) and Wh y Are Wein Viet­

nam? (967) and v-p of ma r­
kerin g and sales Darin Keesler
said the house is doing a rush
reprint of Naked. Meanwhile,
Random-which will hold a
memorial service for the write r in J anu­
ary-has hard cover rights to Tough Goys
Don't Dance (1984), Harlot 'sGhost (1991),
The G ospel A ccording to the Sari (997 ),
The Castle in the Forest(2007) and On God

(2007 ), and Vintage has paperback rights
to Barbary Shore, All American Dream, The
Executioner'sSong and orher works.

And then there are Maile r's archives:
a 400-square-foot repository of letters ,
short sto ries, fragments of unfinished
novels, screenplays and notes at the H arry
Ransom Humanities Research Center at
the University of Texas at Austin. Mail­
er 's literary executor, Michael Lennon ,
who is a Wilkes University emeritus pro­
fessor of English, said the archives con­
tain 500 boxes filled with "everythi ng

Norman wrore from age
10 co 84 ." T he Ransom
Ce nr er ho uses wo rks
by J am es J oyce, Erne st
H eming way, T. S. Elior ,

D . H. Lawrence, Tennessee W illiams and
oche rs, bur Lennon said Mai lers is rhe
largesr aurh or colleer ion there.

Among the works in rhe archi ve are
the many screenplays Mailer wrote that
have nor been produced or even read. And

Lennon is curren tl y whirrling
/1),000 letters down co about
750 for a collec t ion of selected
letters he expects Random to
publish next fall. Th e collec­
tion will include lerrers Mailer
wrote from his Harvard days
in the 1940 s lip [0 the end of
his life.

Lennon said Mailer had done
a g rear deal of research for a seq uel [0 The

Castle in theForest but did not beg in writ­
ing it . " [On God} was really rhe last book
he had worked on ," Lennon said . "W hen
he finished Castle, he'd been working all
along on Hitler 's li fe, but he pur th at
aside because he want ed [0 do that God
book while he sti ll had life and breath. "

Jason Epstein , Mailer 's editor at Ran­
dom on everything from Tough GuysDon't

Dance through T he Castle in the Forest

(but not On God, which David Ebershoff
edited) recalled Mail er's productivity:

"In his last years N orman took on three
vast , metaphysical subjects: the possibil­
ity of transcendence in his book onJe sus;
the faith that life is not meaningless even
th ough it s meaning may lie beyond our

g rasp in hi s di alogue on Go d; and the
problem of absolute evil in his projected
seven-volume novel abou t Hitler. His
limitl ess ambirion as a writer was not
simp ly a matt er of ego, though N orm an
had p lenty, bur of his commitment to the
writer's vocat ion co make sense of th ings
for himself and the rest of us.

"Two years ago when he showed me a
draft of Hitler Vol. I-which he would
event ually publish as TheCastle in theFor­

est, as the first in a seven-volume series­
Hitler had reached the age of 12 and I
asked N orman how he was going to get
his subject int o rhe bunker in a mere six
mor e volumes. I put the question to him
in thi s way rather than remind him that
he was now in his 80s and might have to
think of purring his pen down long before
Hi tler's undoing . Rut he had antic ipated
the question. He said he had now decided
ro pack the rest of the story- rhe Vienna
years, World War I , the early N azi period ,
th e '30s, the H olocausr and rhe War­
int o just two furt her volumes. He was,
after all, in his 80s and was not sure he had
tim e for the more ambit ious projecr.

"T his cowering chutz pah in a man in
his 80s and visibly frail was nor a perfor­
mance. Thi s was no Old Man and theSea. It
was the real thing, combining the quali­
ties that mad e N orman unique among
his peers; dauntless to the end, ready to
fathom the deepest mysteries, he walked
the knife edge where rashness and cour­
age become indistinguishable. His mag­
nificence never faltered. Neither did his
genius . It was only his body that failed
him ." -Lynn Andriani

Francois McHa rdy,
who joined SSA as
deputy managing
director earlier
this year.

NYC BookFairs
Compete
Kirkus Reviews,

which has bought
the rights to the
dormant New York

Is Book Country,
plans to hold its
first show Septem­
ber 14, the same
date set for the
Brooklyn Book
Festival. Despite
protests from BSF,
Kirkus said it is

too late to change
the day for NYIBC.

Campbell Adds
Russian Client
Scouting agency
Maria Campbell
Associates has
added Russian
publisher In­

ostranka and Co­
Libri as a client.
The house does
fiction and nonfic­
tion in translation.

ute Imitating Art
A teacher reading The Unknown
Terrorist ill a Melbourne,
Australia,plW was thrown out
afterpatrons b«ame conu rned
he was a real terrorist. Richard
FlatUlgan's novel, published in the
U.S. by Gruve, revolves arounda
woman who is mistaken for a
terrorist and becomes the most­
wantedperson ill Australia.
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A Winning Night

T he g hos t of Norman Mailer, who d ied N ovember 10,
seem ed copre side over th e 58th annual Na tional Book
Awards, held N ovem ber 14 ar th e Marri ott Marquis

Hotel in New York Ciry's Times Square . Indeed , thi s year's gala
awards cerem ony was marke d by the oddly appropriare combi­
nat ion of an unruly pickedine of str ikers ourside the hot el and
the many heartfelt tributes by NBA award-winners coMailer's
rowering and un ruly career as a wr iter . Accepting her award for

Distingui shed Contributions coAmerican Letters, novelist and
essayist J oan Didion invoked Mailer and said, "Th ere was some­
one who knew what writing was for."

N BA recipients (I.-r.) included Poetry winner Robert H ass; Cindy Lee
Johmon, wi)e ~r Fiction winner Dellis JohtlSon; YOl/ng People's Lit ,vinller
S /,a m"" A lex ic; and No njiction winner Tim IfI, iner.

Sherm an A lex ie with his Littl e, BrOl/lIl editor,
j ellllifer HUllt.

Literarian Award 'villnet'Terry Gross
with her husband, writer Francis D avis.

FSG publisher Jonathan Galassi; Cindy Lee JOlltlSOIl, who
accepted the Fiction prize for her husband; mId jolfllsoll's editor,
Lorill Stein.

• 11/25 11/26 11/27 11/29 11/30
~ 0 Northwestern Univ. The 8 5th anniver- PWs starred review The 175th anniver- The fi lm adaptat ion
~ ('()

Press is honoring sary ofthe birth of of Dean Koontz's sary of the birth of of JearH>omlnlque
~ I the 20th anniver- Charles M.Schulz The Darkest Even ing LouisaMayAlcott Bauby 's The Diving
C V"\

Q.) N sary of the death of (d. 2000). PW's of the Year (Bantam) (1832- 1888) . Pen- Bell and the Butt erfly

---4 > Chicago's first black starred review called called his new su- guin Classic's new (Vintage) opens to-
~ 0 mayor with Haroldl David Michae lis's pernatural novel a deluxe edition of Lit- day. A paralyzed

U Z Photographs from Schulz and Peanuts: "top-notch thriller... tIe Women has an Bauby wrote this

the Harold Washing. A Biography (Harper) the perfect book for int roduction by Jane memo ir by blinking
, • ton Years. "fascinat ing." thriller addicts." Smiley. one letter at a tim e.

WWW .PUBLISHERSWEEKLV.COM 9


